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Women’s Small Business Program 
 
Some frequently asked questions about the WSBP Start Up Course 
 
What will I learn? 
Students learn how to write a business plan for their business idea, learn important business skills and 
develop the confidence that comes with understanding the language of business.  A business plan is a 
document that outlines all the facets of your idea and becomes an operation manual for your business.  
In Start Up, the course is broken into three parts; marketing, financial and personal & professional 
development.  Each section is taught by a different instructor that has the relevant background and 
years of experience in her field. You will learn how to create, read and interpret all the spreadsheets 
that are necessary to run a successful business. You will also learn all the fundamentals of market 
research as you define your product or service and determine your target audience. You also consider 
your competition to further define your niche and ultimately determine how to best position yourself 
in the marketplace. You will learn how to balance all the aspects of self employment and learn the 
skills and ability to communicate well through all your various business interactions. Students meet 
with professionals, alumnae, and hear knowledgeable speakers on topics such as taxes, legal issues, 
and alternative business financing options and internet marketing strategies.  
 
Why do I need a business plan? 
The business plan is most important for three reasons.  

1) You must have a plan to procure financing from any bank and even non-traditional funding 
sources will take you far more seriously if you have a plan. 

2) Working to create a plan helps you identify and resolve the assumptions most people have 
about their untested idea.  A business plan can help you make more informed decisions about 
your next steps or business growth.  

3) The plan serves as a guide for how to run your business. It becomes a blueprint for starting or 
expanding your business, answering all the questions a business owner faces. 

 
Why should I choose WSBP to help me write my plan? 
Writing a business plan can be an arduous task.  There is a lot of research involved and many hard 
questions to answer.  It can be very helpful to have the guidance and support of knowledgeable 
instructors, a time tested curriculum that helps you make sure you cover all the bases, and most of all 
the support and enthusiasm of other women. Your classmates truly understand what you are going 
through as the excitement of starting a business goes hand in hand with the stress, uncertainty and 
hard work necessary to turn your idea into a reality.  Start Up gives you access to the resources you’ll 
need to address issues that arise through support from the teachers, WSBP alumnae, and the good will 
of peers and professionals in the greater WSBP community.  Don’t go it alone, WSBP providing a 
safe and supportive environment for women to learn and explore their dreams of business ownership.   
 
 What are my payment options? 

♦ Vermont Student Assistance Corporation (VSAC) non-degree grants pay our entire tuition for 
most low income applicants.  Call 1-800-882-4166 for a free application. 

♦ Mercy Connections has additional scholarships available from Keybank and Sisters of Mercy. 
♦ We offer a 4 month payment plan for whatever tuition balance students may owe. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


